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Mose, der Führer der Israeliten, 

stand oben auf dem Berg und 

nahm den Gesetzestext auf  Stein-

tafeln entgegen, um sie seinem 

Volk weiterzugeben und ihm den 

praktischen Umgang mit diesem 

Gesetz zu erklären.

Gott schrieb seine Gebote in 

Stein. Die Bibel erklärt uns das 

mit den folgenden Worten: „Und 

die Tafeln waren das Werk Got-

tes, und die Schrift war die 

Schrift Gottes, eingegraben in 

die Tafeln“ (2. Mose 32,16). 

Gott ist aber nicht nur der Autor, 

Er hat auch verbindliche Regeln 

für die Behandlung dieses Textes 

aufgestellt. Die Tafeln mussten in 

einem speziell dafür angefertigten 

Behälter, der Bundeslade, trans-

portiert werden. Die münd liche 

und schriftliche Weitergabe war 

streng geregelt. 

sonderes Buch?

Mount Sinai
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God's Own Writing
It must have been an amazing ex-
perience to see what happened at 
dawn one morning in the desert. 
Lightning flashed, thunder roared 
and the whole of Mount Sinai 
was trembling and was covered by 
smoke. From the steep rock faces  
the powerful sound of trumpet  
echoed over the wide boulder cov-
ered plain.

God spoke to His people Israel. 
His majesty was expressed in these 
extraordinary natural phenomena. 
At the foot of the mountain all the 
twelve tribes of Israel were gath-
ered, trembling with fear. Shortly 
before they had cried aloud: "All that 
the LORD has spoken we will do!"  
(Exodus 19: 8) And now they all felt their  
nothingness!

God's answer to them was: "I am 
the Lord your God, who has brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery. You shall have 
no other gods beside me!" (Exodus 20: 2) 

This was the first commandment, 

The Bible:
A Special Book?A Special Book?

God's own writing

the first of the Ten Command-
ments, known to many even to the 
present day.

Moses, the leader of the Israel-
ites, high above on the mountain, 
received the text of the Law of Sinai 
written on stone tablets, in order to 
pass it on to his people and to ex-
plain all its details to them.

   God wrote His commandments 
on stone. The Bible explains this 
by the following words: "Now the 
tablets were God's work, and the 
writing was the writing of God en-
graved on the tablets" (Exodus 32:16).

God is not only the author of the 
law. He also gave binding rules for 
transporting and transmitting it. The 
tablets of stone had to be carried in 
a box specially prepared for this pur-
pose, called the ark of the covenant. 
And the means of passing on the 
text, either orally or in written form, 
was laid down exactly.
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The History of the 
Transmission of 
the Bible
The accuracy and reliability with 
which the writings of the Bible 
have been preserved through the 
ages is a unique historical fact. 

The following details should 
make us think.

The highly respected text of 
the Bible was passed on by thou-
sands of people through the ages: 
on papyrus, on parchment and – 
more recently – on paper (only for 
the last seven or eight centuries). 
Every bit of text had to be writ-
ten by hand. The task of copying 
only a small part of the Bible took 
months and would cost a small 
fortune. The first printed Bibles are 
no older than about 550 years!

Many people have suffered for 
this book, and even had to sacri-

The Bible:
Written CommunicationWritten Communication

God's own writing

fice their lives in countries where 
the distribution of the Bible was 
forbidden. There are more than 
enough examples through the 
ages – even to this present day.

Could the original texts of the 
Bible be fixed in writing at the 
time they were given?

A frequent objection is that it is 
impossible to think of the text of 
the Bible being preserved in exact 
terms because the art of writing was 
unknown at the time the first books 

What
is the reason for the reverence for this  
special book?

•   Is it religious delusion?
•   Is it naivety?
•   Is it lack of education?

Or is the Bible a special book after all?
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had to be used to transport the res-
cued cuneiform texts.

About 40 years later an Italian 
team of archaeologists discovered 
about 15,000 clay tablets in Tel 
Mardikh (Syria). These ancient finds 
were dated back to the kingdom of 
Ebla during the time of Abraham 
and even earlier. Some of the texts 
contain names occurring also in the 
Bible, for example Eber and Abra-
ham (which does not mean that the 
persons named are the same as the 
Bible characters).

Probably since about 3000 BC, 
the Sumerians used so-called picto-
grams, a kind of hieroglyphic script, 
until now the oldest known kind of 
writing in the world.

The oldest Assyrian cuneiform 
writings, and Egyptian hieroglyphics 
too, probably date back to about 
3000 BC. The hieroglyphics and 
the cuneiform script continued in 
use long after the invention of the 
alphabet (see p. 10: "Origin and De-
velopment of the Alphabet").

of the Bible originated. The oral 
tradition must have been so full of 
mistakes that facts and fables were 
entangled in an inextricable jumble!

The view that the art of writing 
was unknown at the time of Abra-
ham (about 2200 BC) has had to be 
revised.

The origin of the art of writing 
dates back about 5000 years!

The Cuneiform Texts –
A Syllabary Script

Since the 19th century, excavations 
in Mesopotamia,  today's Iraq and 
Syria, have brought to light the 
world's oldest known inscriptions. 
The cuneiform script of these doc-
uments was deciphered shortly 
afterwards by men like G. Grotefend,  
H. Rawlinson and others.

There are more recent examples. 
About 1935 the French archaeologist  
A. Parrot chanced upon more than 
23,000 clay tablets in the palace of 
the King of Mari (Syria). Large trucks 

© olly - Fotolia

©Daniel Fleck - Fotolia
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Writing Techniques
  and Materials

Can you read and write? Of 
course! Reading and writing 
are normal in most societies. 
Most young pupils struggle 
with the alphabet to some ex-
tent. Not everyone reaches the 
perfection in writing as John 
Wycliffe and his Bible transla-
tors did. Some enjoy writing 
and others are quite  lazy over 
it. But no one can manage 
without the written language. 
Writing has a long tradition.

In the various cultures the 
writing techniques were far 
from identical however, be-
cause the writing itself as well 
as the writing materials used 
were very different.

The Hieroglyphics 

Probably since about 3000 BC 
the Egyptian hieroglyphics were 
used as symbols picturing ob-
jects and actions, very similar to 
today's Chinese symbols. In such 
pictographs objects were depict-
ed in the most simple way. By 
combining several pictographs 
even a course of events, or ab-
stract objects and ideas, could be 
portrayed. However the process 
was complicated and would lead 
to an unmanageable number of 
pictures.

4000 BC 3000 BC 2000 BC 1000 BC The Birth of Christ 1000 AD 2000 AD 3000 AD

Cuneiform and Hieroglyphics

© Stepanov - Fotolia
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The Syllabic Writing

The syllabic writing or "sylla-
bary" which emerged about 
2000 BC, especially the Assyrian 
cuneiform writing, was simpler as 
it didn't represent the object but 
the sound of a spoken syllable or 
word. But even with this method 
the number of symbols became 
unmanageably large.

These forms of writing had the 

huge disadvantage that they con-

sisted of hundreds of different 

symbols which you had to know 

before you could write properly. 

Only at a later stage of penman-

ship was the alphabet developed 

or rather, invented. This mo-

mentous step was made by the 

Phoenicians around 1500 BC. The 

first alphabet was composed of 22 

letters (consonants only). Through 

the Phoenicians' trading it spread 

very quickly in the Eastern Medi-

terranean area as far as Greece. 

With only a few modifications and 

additions (especially concerning 

the vowels) it was taken over by 

the Greeks around 1000 BC. Later 

on it became the basis of the Latin 

alphabet, which we still use today 

in the Western world.

God has provided in a  

wonderful way for a simple 

yet clear form of writing 

to be available in the era 

when the first books of the 

Bible were written down.

Origin and Development  Origin and Development  

   of the Alphabet   of the Alphabet
© Bibelmuseum Wuppertal
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Much later in 1456 there was a 

massive step forward with the in-

vention of printing. This changed 

the appearance of text to a degree 

we can hardly appreciate today. 

For example, the justification of 

lines of text, meaning they have 

exactly the same length, became 

possible. Now we use various fonts 

and typefaces to make text appeal-

ing to the eye and easy to read.

The main change, however, was 

that printing made it possible to 

produce large quantities of the 

same text. Absolutely identical 

copies could be generated from 

a printing plate, which meant 

discrepancies from book to book 

were almost completely elimi- 

nated.

Hieroglyphs
(± 3000 BC)

Sinaitic
(± 1500 BC)

Name and 
Meaning in 
Hebrew

Phenician
(± 1000 BC)

Hebrew  
Square  
Script

Greek
Symbol Name

Latin

Aleph
"Ox"

Beth
"House"

Gimel 

Daleth
"Fish", "Door"

He
"Man"

Waw
"Hook"

Zayin
"Weapon"

Heth

Teth 

Yodh
"Hand"

Kaph
"Fist"

Lamedh
"Ox Goad"?

Mem
"Water"

Nun
"Snake", "Fish"

Samekh

Ayin
"Eye"

Pe
"Mouth"

Tsadhe

Qoph

Resh
"Head"

Sin/Shin
"Tooth"

Taw

Alpha

Beta

Gamma

Delta

Epsilon

Ypsilon

Zeta

Eta

Theta

Iota 

Kappa

Lambda

Mu

Nu

Xi

Omikron

Pi

Rho

Sigma

Tau ©
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Ancient Writing MaterialAncient Writing Material

Next to the clay tablet, papyrus 
was the most widely used writing 
material in ancient times. It is true 
that recording with quill or pen 
and ink was more expensive than 
scoring in damp clay, but on the 
other hand the written texts could 
be more easily handled and trans-
ported.

Papyrus lined the edge of the 
river Nile in Egypt in dense reed 
beds. After having been chopped 
down and peeled, the core of 
its approximately 6 cm wide tri-
angular stems was cut into long 
thin strips which were then laid 
together to form a sheet. A sec-
ond layer was laid at right angles 
across the first. After it had been 
soaked in a chalk-containing fluid, 
it was pressed and dried.

This writing material is so dura-
ble that it could last many centu-
ries to the present day in Egypt's 
dry climate.

Papyrus was used as writing 
material from about 2500 BC and 
well into the 8th century AD. Only 
after the 4th century did parch-
ment grow in importance.

Papyrus was the discovery of, 
and exclusive to, the Egyptians 

who exported it at high prices. 
When King Eumenes II of Perga-
mos (197 – 158 BC) in Asia Minor 
wanted to expand his library to 
world-wide significance, the King 
of Egypt tried to stop him by pro-
hibiting the export of papyrus. 
King Eumenes had to discover his 
own writing materials.

Papyrus

So parchment was "invented", na-

med after the town of Pergamos in 

Asia Minor. This most precious and 

valuable of all writing materials was 

produced from the smoothed skin 

of animals. Because of its strength 

and durability it was an ideal wri-

ting material. After use, the ink 

could even be scraped off and the 

sheet re-used for writing something 

else. Unfortunately this became 

common practice, especially in the 

Middle Ages.

Parchment
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In their monasteries monks, who 
were often very poor, scraped 
clean their old manuscripts with 
pumice stone and sand in order 
to use them a second or even a 
third time. Sometimes they were 
even used to make shoe soles. 
Many irreplaceable documents 
were destroyed in this kind of 
way without people realising the 
damage they were doing. 

Nowadays, scientific meth-
ods, using UV-photography or 
chemicals, enable us to expose 
writing that was not totally 
scraped off. 

These re-used parchment 
sheets, so-called palimpsests, 
which were used several times 
for writing, are among the 
most interesting cases for the 
experts.

Apart from these writing ma-
terials, leather was also used, 
being more sturdy. 

Leather, known for mil-
lennia, also had to be pro-
duced from animal skin. 
The procedure was not so 
time-consuming, and in 
contrast to parchment the 
animal skin was not treated 
with a chalk base, but was 
tanned with tannic acid.

Leather

Palimpsest

Paper (which was in-
vented in the Far East 
in the first century AD) 
became established in 
Central Europe from 
the 13th century on-
wards.

Paper

13
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In Central Europe paper is used more and more
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Mistakes by Manual 
Transcription?
Another critical objection against 
the trustworthiness of the Bible 
is based on the alleged problems 
caused by repeated copying of 
texts.

The painstaking and exhaust-
ing work of copying such exten-
sive texts easily leads to mistakes 
due to oversight. The faster the 
copyist writes the more frequent-
ly such slips will occur. If the Bi-
ble texts had to be copied again 
and again by many generations 
of copyists, it was inevitable that 
mistakes would multiply, almost 
automatically, from one copy to 
the next – until the art of printing 
was invented, when large edi-
tions eliminated the main sources 
of mistakes.

However, the research of bib-
lical texts proves the contrary: it 

shows that in reality this did not 
occur.

At present, more than 3000 
manuscripts of the Hebrew Bible 
(the Old Testament) are known, 
and their agreement with the 
modern printed text seems al-
most miraculous.

Even the oldest parts of the 
Bible, written about 3500 years 
ago and preserved up to the 
present day, have been faithfully 
transmitted.

How Could Such Phenomenal 
Accuracy be Achieved?
The Old Testament writings were 
written between 1500 and 400 
BC in Hebrew and partly in Ara-
maic (Chaldean). These writings 
were copied again and again 
with the utmost care and thus 
transmitted from generation to 
generation. In their reverence for 
the sacred texts the Jews estab-
lished a multitude of rules which 

The Bible
The Old TestamentThe Old Testament

O TO T
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Origination of Old Testament scripts
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had to be strictly observed by the 
copyists.

For example: in the Torah 
(Hebrew for "Law", i.e. Genesis 
to Deuteronomy) every single 
letter had been counted. In ad-
dition, the occurrences of every 
single letter of the alphabet were 
known, besides the occurrences 
of all the words in the Bible texts.

Originally the Hebrew text of 
the Old Testament consisted of 
consonants only. It was not until 
the 7th – 9th century AD that Jewish 
scribes, the so-called Masoretes 
(from the Hebrew masorah - "tra-
dition"), invented an ingenious 
system of dots and dashes to indi-
cate vowels and reading accents 
in order to determine once and 
forever the exact meaning of the 
ancient text. This work was neces-
sary because Hebrew had ceased 
to be the common language of 
the Jews long before.

Discoveries  
of Parts of the 
Old Testament
Sadly not a single manuscript older 
than 1000 years containing the entire 
Hebrew Old Testament is known. The 
Jews' reverence for the Word of God 
induced them to arrange actual "bur-
ials" for old and used manuscripts. In 
this way they tried to avoid the sacred 
manuscripts falling into the wrong 
hands. These manuscripts are there-
fore lost forever.

Notwithstanding, a huge number 
of fragments of the Old Testament 
dating from the 6th – 8th century AD 
were discovered towards the end 
of the 19th century in a walled-up 
chamber of a Cairo synagogue. Such 
chambers called Genizah (Hebrew for 
"hiding place") existed in many old 
synagogues and were used for storing 
old and used manuscripts until they 
were buried.

Still older is a fragment of papyrus 
called Papyrus Nash dating from the 
2nd – 1st century BC and found in Egypt. 
This slip of written material contains the 
Ten Commandments and some verses 
from Deuteronomy in Hebrew.

O TO T
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The largest collection of Hebrew Bible 
manuscripts is to be found in the Pub-
lic Library of St. Petersburg (formerly: 
Leningrad) in Russia. The most valu-
able among them is the oldest dated 
manuscript of the Hebrew Old Tes-
tament, called Codex Leningraden-
sis. This codex (Latin for "book") was 
completed in the year 1008 AD, as the 
copyist stated at the end of his work. 
It is deemed to be so exact that schol-
ars decided to use it as the basic text 
for the printed edition of the original 
Hebrew text of the Old Testament, the 
Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia.

As early as the 3rd – 2nd centuries BC 
the Hebrew Old Testament was trans-
lated into Greek because many Jews, 
especially those scattered all over the 
countries bordering the Mediterrane-
an, had gradually lost the knowledge 
of the Hebrew language. This trans-
lation, called Septuagint, consists of 
a collection of translations produced 
over several decades. According to an 
old legend, the Latin name Septuagint 
("seventy") is due to the fact that 70 
Jews worked together to produce this 
translation. Its quality however is not 
consistent and in some passages the 
wording differs from that of the He-
brew Old Testament. Nevertheless, 
many quotations in the New Testa-
ment refer to the Septuagint rather 
than to the Hebrew text.

The Sensational Bible  
Discoveries of Qumran

The Bedouin Boy
On a spring day in 1947 a bedouin 
boy was climbing on the craggy 
mountainside of Qumran near 
the western bank of the Dead 
Sea. Was he searching for a goat 
which had wandered off, as he lat-
er said? Or was he trying to avoid 
the official border crossing while 
smuggling from Transjordan to 
Palestine? The truth will probably 
never be fully revealed, but what 
came to light were the oldest Bi-
ble manuscripts known to the 
present day.

O TO T

The sensational Bible discoveries of Qumran
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It was in this area of precipitous mountains that the Bedouin boy 
found an almost inaccessible cave, into which he threw a stone and 
heard the clatter of bursting clay pots. He squeezed himself into the 
cave hoping to discover a treasure.

On closer inspection, much to his disappointment, he found 
various large pitchers, which mostly contained leather scrolls in an 
amazingly good condition.

Five of these old manuscripts eventually found their way to the 
Archbishop in the Syrian Orthodox Monastery in Jerusalem, a few 
others to Prof. Sukenik of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

When the Israeli-Arabic War came to an end in 1949, the whole 
world came to realise that one of the greatest archaeological discov-
eries had been made in Palestine.

Further investigations in the area of the first discovery of the "Dead 
Sea Scrolls" unearthed  hundreds of manuscript fragments in ten oth-
er caves. Then began the arduous work of classifying and deciphering 
the scrolls, which were made of copper, leather, parchment and papy-
rus. This work is still continuing today.

On further searching Khirbet Qumran was discovered, a strong-
hold situated near the caves, which had been built approximately  
100 BC probably by members of the Jewish sect of the Essenes, 
though the place itself had been inhabited long before.

Fearing the approaching Romans approximately 70 BC, the 
inhabitants of the monastery-like fortified settlement possibly 
decided to hide their extensive and valuable library in the nearby 
caves. Another view is that Jews from Jerusalem concealed those 
sacred books. There they were discovered "by chance" nearly 1,900 
years later!

The Caves  
of Qumran

© Sean Pavone 2012 All RIghts Reserved
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The Isaiah Scroll
Without question the most significant 
discovery of Qumran is the now world 
famous Isaiah Scroll A, the oldest known 
complete Hebrew transcript of a Bible 
book. The text is neatly written in 54 col-
umns on 17 leather leaves sewn together 
with a total length of approximately 7.3 
metres. It was produced in the 2nd centu-
ry BC.

Significantly, the writing on the scroll 
does not give the impression that it is a 
"collection of prophetic texts generated 
over the course of several centuries" (al-
legedly in the 8th – 6th centuries BC), as 
Bible critics assert. The Qumran Isaiah 
Scroll gives the clear impression that it is 
one unit.

The Result
The discoveries of the Dead Sea are so 
comprehensive that (apart from many 
other manuscripts and objects) the re-
mains of about 250 scrolls covering all 

the books of the Old Testament (except 
the book of Esther) could be identified.

Probably the oldest Bible text found 
in Qumran is a fragment of a scroll of the 
books of Samuel from the end of the 3rd 

century BC.
The Bible is unique in its preservation. 

No book of antiquity has been so well 
conserved as the Bible.

These archaeological discoveries on 
the shores of the Dead Sea, as meaning-
ful as each may be in itself, demonstrate 
first and foremost the extraordinary reli-
ability of the traditional text of the Bible 
over the centuries.

 There are no works of classical Greek 
and Latin literature which could boast of 
a similar age of their extant texts as the 
Bible. The oldest complete manuscript 
of the well-known Greek author Homer 
(about 750 BC) dates from the 13th centu-
ry AD, which means a gap of at least 2000 
years. Virgil (70-19 BC), another author 
who wrote in Latin, is known by manu-
scripts dating from the 4th century AD. In 
these and other cases, hundreds of years 
lie between the lost original writings and 
the oldest known copies. Hardly anyone, 
however would doubt the authenticity 
of these works, but the opposite is true 
with regard to the Bible.

The Dead Sea

O TO T
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The sensational Bible discoveries of Qumran
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Until the 16th century every single 
Bible copy had to be written by 
hand. Today about 5,500 manu-
scripts and fragments of the New 
Testament in Greek are known, i.e. 
the language of the original doc-
uments which are obviously lost 
and therefore no longer availa-
ble. No other book of antiquity is 
so well attested as the Greek New 
Testament.

The New Testament was first 
written only in upper case or capital 
letters without spaces between the 
words and without punctuation. 
For example John's Gospel chapter 
3 verse 16 may have looked some-
thing like this, with the difference 
that the Apostle would have writ-
ten in Greek of course:

The Bible
The New TestamentThe New Testament

New Testament 
Manuscripts

Papyrus Manuscripts
The manuscripts of the Greek New 
Testament have been classed in sev-
eral groups: papyri, majuscules or 
uncials, minuscules and lectionaries. 
Today we know about 120 papyrus 
manuscripts, which range from the 
beginning of the 2nd to the 8th century. 
For the most part they were discov-
ered during the 20th century.  

The oldest and most 
significant fragment, 
which is referred to as 
P52, originates from 
around 125 AD.

None of these valuable papyrus 
manuscripts contains the entire New 
Testament; rather it is always a matter 
of partial manuscripts. The majority 
of these are parts of the Gospels, but 
also of the Acts of the Apostles, Paul's 
epistles, the so-called catholic (that 

is the general) epistles and 
Revelation. 

4000 BC 3000 BC 2000 BC 1000 BC The Birth of Christ 1000 AD 2000 AD 3000 AD

Until the 16th century manual transcription of the Bible

FORGODSOLOVEDTHEWORLDTHATHE
GAVEHISONLYBEGOTTENSONTHAT
WHOEVERBELIEVESINHIMSHOULDNOT
PERISHBUTHAVEEVERLASTINGLIFE
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Dazu zählen auch die ältesten 
vollständigen Bibeln der Welt, 
die neben dem NT auch das AT 
in griechischer Sprache enthal-
ten. Die berühmteste von ihnen 
ist wohl der Codex Sinaiticus, 
eine noch fast vollständig erhal-
tene komplette griechische Bibel 
aus dem 4. Jahrhundert, die in 
der Mitte des 19. Jahrhunderts 
von dem Ge lehrten Konstantin 
von Tischen dorf im St. Kathari-
nen-Kloster auf der Sinai-Halb-
insel entdeckt wurde. 

Sie befindet sich wie der Codex 
Alexandrinus, eine weitere wert-
 volle Handschrift der ganzen Bibel 
aus dem 5. Jahr hundert, im Briti-

schen Museum in London.

In der Bibliothek des Va tikan in 
Rom liegt der Codex Vaticanus 
aus dem 4. Jahr hundert.

Die größte Gruppe der neutes-
tamentlichen Handschriften in 
griechischer Sprache (insgesamt 
ungefähr 2.700 Manuskripte) 
stellen die Minuskeln dar, die 
auch Kursive genannt werden, 
weil ihre Schrift kleiner ist und 
die Buchstaben schon mehr mit-
einander verbunden sind. Der 
Text der meisten dieser Hand-
schriften ist der so ge nannte by-
zantinische Reichs-, Koine- oder 
Mehrheitstext.

Eine Seite aus Codex Sinaiticus

A page of the Codex Vaticanus

Minuscules
The largest group of Greek New 
Testament manuscripts (in total 
about 2,800 manuscripts) is made 
up of the minuscules, also called 
cursives because the writing is 
smaller and the letters of the words 
are joined together. 

The text of most of these man-
uscripts is the so-called Byzantine 
text, also called Empire, Traditional 
or Majority text.

Majuscules
The most well-known manuscripts 
of the New Testament are the 280 
so-called majuscules or uncials from 
the time between the 3rd and 11th 
centuries, so named because they 
were all written in capital letters. 
The writing material was generally 
parchment.

Among the majuscules are the 
oldest complete Bibles in the world, 
which contain, apart from the New 
Testament, the Old Testament in 
Greek.

 The most famous of these is no 
doubt the Codex Sinaiticus, an almost 
completely preserved Greek Bible 
from the 4th century. It was discovered 
in St. Catherine's Monastery on the Si-
nai Peninsula in the middle of the 19th 
century by the German scholar Con-
stantine Tischendorf.

Both this and the Codex Alexandri-
nus (another valuable manuscript of 
the whole Bible from the 5th century) 
can now be found in the British Mu-
seum in London. > see more on page 24

The third of the most famous old-
est Bibles, the Codex Vaticanus from 
the 4th century, is housed in the Vati-
can library in Rome.

Stone fragments with 
majuscules



23

4000 BC 3000 BC 2000 BC 1000 BC The Birth of Christ 1000 AD 2000 AD 3000 AD
Majuscules

Minuscules

Accuracy
The desire of many Christians to 
own as many books of the New Tes-
tament as possible, and the rapid 
spread of the Christian faith in the 
Middle East and Southern Europe, 
led to a multitude of translations 
and transcripts of the New Testa-
ment. In this way the Bible text was 
handed down from generation to 
generation.

The exceedingly large number 
of complete manuscripts and frag-
ments of the New Testament (about 
5,500) and approximately 9,000 
copies of old translations from the 
original language as well as 36,000 
Bible quotations in the writings of 
the church fathers are all being in-
tensively researched. In result we 
can be confident that we have accu-
rate copies of the original text of the 
New Testament.

Lectionaries
A further group of Greek manu-
scripts is formed by the approx. 
2,300 lectionaries. These are books 
which contain various New Testa-
ment texts or pericopes laid out in 
the order in which they had to be 
read out in church services (as pre-
scribed by the church) since the 4th 

century. 
The lectionaries are not consid-

ered to be Bible manuscripts in the 
true sense, but they are valuable all 
the same as attesting to many pas-
sages in the Greek New Testament.

Translations
Furthermore there is a multitude of 
old translations into Syrian, Coptic 
and Latin (especially the Vulgate, 
which was translated about 400 AD 
by the church father Jerome). 

The oldest translation into a Ger-
manic language is Bishop Wulfila's 
Gothic Bible from the 4th century.

Not a single  
"variant reading"  
in the text causes  
any doubt as  
to the truth of God's message  
in the New Testament.
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The ancient documents were searched 
for with much energy and discovered 
after much effort. The discoveries match 
each other in an amazing way. This is 
what lay concealed in the Sinai Penin-
sula.

The Discovery of the 
Codex Sinaiticus in 1844

The Discovery 
In the year 1844, the 29 year old Constan-
tine Tischendorf visited St. Catherine's 
Monastery, situated in the lonely, path-
less area of the Sinai mountains. After a 
short while he stumbled upon a basket 
full of old parchment leaves which were 
about to be burned.

To his great astonishment he found 
129 large leaves, which contained parts 
of the Greek translation of the Old Testa-
ment. These were the oldest Bible pages 
that Tischendorf had ever seen.

He was allowed to take 43 of these 
old parchment pages with him. As he 
could not conceal his excitement about 

Suchenearching

How often in daily life we look for 
something. We search for little un-
important things which we have 
just mislaid. But often we look for 
essential things: keys, valuables, 
even people. Some things we find 
after just a few minutes, other 
things we may never find. 

"Seek, and you will find !"    (Matthew 7: 7)   

Everyone knows this phrase, which 
is so often wrongly applied in daily 
life. Do we realise that we are quot-
ing from the Bible when we use this 
phrase?

For example, God said to the 
great King Solomon, "I love those 
who love me, and those who seek me 
diligently will find me" (Proverbs 8: 17).  
That promise is certain.

One of the Bible's psalmists tells 
us the value of what he found:  "I re-
joice at your word as one who finds 
great treasure" (Psalm 119: 162).

Searching demands time, ener-
gy and concentration to achieve its 
goal.

     The Search for  
Original Documents 
of the Bible

© Dario Filizzola - Fotolia.com



25

4000 BC 3000 BC 2000 BC 1000 BC The Birth of Christ 1000 AD 2000 AD 3000 AD

this discovery, the suspicion of the abbot 
of the monastery was aroused, so that 
from then onwards the monks no longer 
cooperated in the search for the missing 
Bible pages.

More Attempts
During the next 15 years Tischendorf 
visited the monastery several times and 
tried to find the missing manuscript 
pages, but in vain.

In the year 1859 he came to St. Cathe-
rine's Monastery once more through the 
support of the Russian Tsar Alexander 
II. However, again his careful research 
seemed to end without result, when 
suddenly on the eve of his planned de-
parture, the abbot of the monastery "by 
chance" showed him an old transcript of 
the Bible. 

The transcripts Tischendorf had be-
fore him were identical to those he had 
discovered during his first visit. They con-
tained not only further parts of the Old 
Testament, but also the entire New Testa-

ment, complete with all 27 books. 
He worked on this invaluable Bible 

treasury the whole of the following 
night.

After much endeavour Tischendorf 
managed to have these manuscripts 
given to the Russian Tsar. Later, in 
1933, when the Soviet Government 
had more interest in money than in 
the Bible, the Codex Sinaiticus was 
sold to the British Government for 
£ 100,000 (some million US $ today). 
Since then it has been preserved first-
ly in the British Museum and now in 
the British Library, London.

So, in the last 150 years, thou-
sands of hand-written parts of the 
Old and New Testaments have been 
re-discovered. Of course the discov-
eries are not always so exciting and 
fascinating, but each manuscript has 
its own history, a history which has 
been directed by God.

The history of the re-discovery of  
old Bible manuscripts confirms  
the uniqueness of this book
in which God reveals Himself and shows the 
way to peace with Him through faith.

St. Catherine's Monastery in the Sinai Mountains. Here Tischendorf discovered the Codex Sinaiticus in the middle of the 19th century.

The discovery of the Codex Sinaiticus
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Ancient Rubbish Dumps
Two young English academics,  
B.P. Grenfell and A.S. Hunt, were 
excavating on ancient rubbish 
dumps in the Fayyum area in 
Egypt. There they searched for 
historic evidence and salvaged 
age-old papyrus fragments. 

It is only in such arid areas that 
this sensitive material is spared 
from humidity, and the shifting 
sands do the rest by protecting 
the writing from the fading ef-
fect of the sun's rays.

The two researchers took their 
discoveries to England where 
they were deciphered over time. 
These documents led to inter-
esting new insights about daily 
life in Egypt approximately two 
thousand years ago.

The Oldest Manuscript Fragment
of the New Testament

Cairo
Heliopolis

Mount  
SinaiEl Fajum

Oxyrhynchos
El Amarna

Mediterranean Sea

Red Sea

JerusalemAshdod

Gaza

Samaria

Hebron

Theben
KarnakLuxor

The Finding
However, one minuscule piece 
of papyrus just the size of the 
palm of a hand was destined to 
achieve worldwide fame.

When the scholar C.H. Roberts 
reviewed the findings in 1935, 
he discovered amongst other 
things, a shred of papyrus about 
8.9 x 6.0 cm in size. On both the 
front and the back it contained 
about seven lines of ancient 
Greek script. That was enough to 
identify the writing: some verses 
from the Gospel of John!

Also the time of its origin 
could be identified with great 
accuracy: approx. 125 AD.

The oldest manuscript of the 
New Testament had been found!

The view of the critics of that 
time, that the Gospel of John 

© rodolphe trider - Fotolia
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De Bello Gallico
Thousands of manuscripts of the 
New Testament have been discov-
ered. Some are less than a hundred 
years younger than the originals. 
This means the New Testament is 
by far the best documented book 
of antiquity - nevertheless it is be-
ing called in question again and 
again.

The well known work "Com-
ments on the Gallic War" (De Bello 
Gallico) was written approx. 50 BC 
by the Roman general and dictator 
Julius Caesar. Only 10 manuscripts 
are extant – dating from the 9th - 
10th century AD, of which just 2 or 
3 are of good quality. Nevertheless 
no one doubts the authenticity of 
this book as happens very often 
with regard to the Bible.  

had been written no earlier than 
about 170-200 AD and therefore 
the Apostle John could not have 
been its author, was shattered 
with one blow through this dis-
covery. According to tradition 
John died at a great age shortly 
before the end of the 1st century 
AD in Asia Minor, not long after 
he had written his Gospel, his 
Epistles and the Revelation.

We only appreciate the im-
portance of this sensational  
discovery when we realise that  

it proves a copy of 
John's Gospel got  

to Egypt just 30 
years after he 
wrote it. Today this 
oldest evidence  

of text of the New 
Testament is stored 

as a valuable treas-
ure in the John Ry-

lands Library in  
Manchester (Eng-
land) and carries 
the scientific iden-

tification of P52.

Fragment P52

The origin of fragment P52 The finding of fragment P52

Papyrus plant
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What Does  
"Inspiration" 
Mean?
How are Books Made? 

As a rule every book has an 
author. The author writes the 
manuscript and sends it to a 
publishing house where it is 
read, edited and finally pub-
lished. On the other hand, a 
publishing house may approach 
a suitable author when the de-
sire exists to implement an idea 
for a book.

Some books are drafted over 
years and then work is aban-
doned, but often the work is car-
ried on at some later time. There 
are, however, books which ap-
pear within a few months after 
the first idea as to their contents.

Other works cannot even be 

The Bible
Who Wrote the Bible?Who Wrote the Bible?

God has written

finished within the life-time of 
the author. They often remain 
unpublished.

And the Bible?
It was completely different with 
the Bible.

The 66 books of the Bible 
(or 70 books if you count the 
Psalms as 5 individual books) 
were written by approximately 
40 persons. In some cases not 
even their names are known to 
us. The writers of the Word of 
God came from the widest vari-
ety of cultures, social levels, pro-
fessions and times.

The Bible describes the 
prophets of the Old Testament 
in the following words:

"For prophecy never came 
by the will of man, 

but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved  
by the Holy Spirit."   (2 Peter 1:21)
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The Writers of the Bible
They were people who re-
ceived their message from God 
Himself. They wrote the Word 
of God under the governance 
of His Spirit. For this process, 
the word inspiration has been 
introduced. It actually means 
"in-breathing".

It is not to be understood 
by inspiration however, that 
the writers of the Bible were 
filled with some special or even  
supernatural urge, i.e. similar 
to a poet, who may be "in-
spired" to write a poem or sto-
ry. In this case the person is 
inspired but what he writes is 
his own creation. Such writings 
can never carry divine author-
ity. Biblical inspiration has a  
divine source.

God-breathed

Instead of "divinely inspired" 
one could also translate "God-
breathed" or "given by God's 
Spirit". This goes further than 
that which we generally under-
stand by "inspiration".

All Scripture, i.e. the entire  
Bible, is what God wanted to 
have written down for man-
kind. The writers were not only 
directed by the Holy Spirit, but 
He also gave into their minds 
exactly what they were to write. 

But the Bible goes further:

"All Scripture
is given

by inspiration 
of God."

                (2 Timothy 3:16)

© georgemuresan - Fotolia
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It is often argued that we can- 
not be sure the whole Bible is 
unerringly God's inspired Word. 
The ignorance of the writers, 
their "primitive" world view etc. 
allegedly have found their way 
into their writings. Much is sup-
posedly scientifically inaccurate 
and therefore not to be accept-
ed. It is said that we can only find 
what God has inspired when we 
have eliminated these 'human  
elements'. 

This argument is wrong be-
cause it places human intellect 
above the Word of God, as being 
able to evaluate or even judge it. 

   Objections to the 
Infallibility of the

Word of God

God has written

But listen to what the Bible says: 

"For the word of God is living 
and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the division of soul and 
spirit, and of joints and mar-
row, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the 
heart. And there is no creature 
hidden from his sight, 
but all things are naked 
and open to the eyes of 
him to whom we must 
give account." 
(Hebrews 4:12-13)
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Verbal
Inspiration
According to 1 Corinthians 2 :13 
the very words of the Apostles 
were inspired by the Holy Spirit: 
"These things we also speak, not in 
words which man's wisdom teach-
es but which the Holy Spirit teach-
es, comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual."

That's why we can speak of ver-
bal inspiration or inspiration word 
by word of the original script of the 
Word of God. 

We can establish three important 
facts about the inspiration of the  
Bible:

According to another opinion, 
which is just as wrong, there is no 
difference between inspired and 
non-inspired parts of the Bible. It is 
being stated that the Bible contains 
ancient inspired revelations of God 
to mankind in their circumstances. 
When modern man reads a portion 
of the Bible in a similar situation and 
allows it to speak to his mind, it prac-
tically becomes the Word of God to 
him in his present situation. By read-
ing the old stories man may recog-
nise God's voice in his personal life 
through the Bible, even though it is 
not a perfect book. This argument is 
equally wrong because it makes the 
condition of soul or mind, i.e. hu-
man feeling determine what is God's 
Word or not.

To these human objections the 
Bible itself gives a clear answer: ver-
bal inspiration!

God speaks through the Holy Spirit to men   who write down ...  how we can live  
perfectly happily !

© buchachon - Fotolia
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The Bible claims that every word in 
it is inspired by the Spirit of God.

The Lord Jesus even speaks of 
the smallest elements of the word, 
the smallest letters of the Greek 
and Hebrew alphabet, when He 
says in Matthew 5:17-18:

"Do not think that I came to 
destroy the Law or the Prophets. 
I did not come to destroy but to 
fulfil. 

For assuredly, I say to you, till 
heaven and earth pass away, one 
jot or tittle will by no means pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled."

The prophetic writers of the Old 
Testament were holy men of God 
who were moved by the Holy 
Spirit  (2 Peter 1:21).

All Scripture i.e. the entire Word 
of God has been inspired by God 
(2 Timothy 3:16).

According to 1 Corinthians 2:13 
even the words of the Bible are 
inspired by the Holy Spirit of God. 
Therefore we may speak of verbal 
inspiration of the entire Word of 
God.

1.

2.

3.

God speaks through the Holy Spirit to men   who write down ...  how we can live  
perfectly happily !

© Dario Filizzola - Fotolia.com
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Now you may be asking yourself, 
which books truly belong to the 
Bible and form the so-called "ca-
non" and which do not?

Canon 
The word canon originally means 
"pipe", "plumbline" or "measuring 
stick". Since the 2nd century AD the 
collection of books which clearly 
bear the mark of divine inspiration 
and authority are identified as the ca-
non of the New Testament. The Holy 
Scriptures of the Old Testament were 
already acknowledged as such by the 
Jews before the Christian era began. 

As in the writers, the Holy Spirit also 
worked in the recipients and the first 
readers: what the one wrote under  
His guidance, the others recognised 
under the same Divine influence 
(compare Daniel 9:2; 1 Timothy 5:18;  
2 Peter 3 :16).

The canon of Scripture emerged in 
a unique way under the quiet influ-
ence of the Holy Spirit, rejecting the 
Apocrypha or non-canonical books.

The entire collection of all bib-
lical books has its own history due 
to the fact that the Bible emerged 
over a period of approximately 
1,600 years.

The Old Testament 
Canon

Apart from Moses at the be-
ginning, Ezra the scribe has al-
ways been credited with a sig-
nificant role as an instrument of 
God in the formation of the Old 
Testament canon by collecting 
and preserving biblical writings. 

The Old Testament canon was 
fully established in the 2nd centu-
ry BC and was confirmed in the 
form we know today by Rabbis in 
Palestine in the 1st century AD.

The Bible
The CanonThe Canon

Composition of the Bible in approximately 1,600 years
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The New Testament 
Canon

The canon of the New Testament 
formed in only a few decades. 
From the beginning the Gos-
pels, the Acts of the Apostles, the  
Epistles, or Letters, and the Rev-
elation were considered as in-
spired Holy Scriptures. 

The contents and the authors 
of the books were clear indicators 
as to whether a book or letter 
should belong to the canon of the 
Holy Scriptures or not.

But as the New Testament writ-
ings had to be copied by hand, it 
is easy to understand that in the 
beginning they were not known 
to all Christians in all countries in 
the same way.

© Scanrail - Fotolia

Contemporary 
Witnesses
Despite this, by the middle of 
the 2nd century Justin Martyr 
reports that the Gospels and 
the writings of the Apostles 
were read in meetings of the 
Christians every Lord's Day 
together with the Old Testa-
ment books of the Prophets.

The so-called Muratorian 
fragment is a compilation of 
New Testament books from the 
2nd century, but as its name  
suggests, it is unfortunately 
only partially preserved. It 
mentions the four Gospels, 
the thirteen letters of Paul, the 
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So the Bible is made up of only 
those books which are inspired 
by God and are stamped with 
divine authority.

Acts of the Apostles, the letters 
of John, Jude and the Revelation 
and in addition two non-canoni-
cal writings.

In the wake of the appearance 
of Gnosticism with its many 
new writings and false doc-
trines, faithful Christians were 
constrained to hold on unequiv-
ocally to the writings they had 
received as God's Word.

For the first time in history 
the church father Athanasius 
(about 296-373 AD) made up 
a complete list of all the New 
Testa ment writings we know to-
day. These were later acknowl-
edged as the authoritative Holy 
Scriptures by the Western 

Writing down the New Testament

© adimas - Fotolia
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Church at the Synods of Hippo 
(393 AD) and Carthage (397 
and 419 AD).

It is simply not true that a 
group of church leaders in a 
synod decreed on their own 
authority which books were 
to be entered into the canon 
and which not. These councils 
merely confirmed the existing 
canon, which had been recog-
nised by all faithful Christians.

The reason was that there 
were those who wanted to add  
spurious writings to the Bible 
and others who desired to ex-
clude certain inspired writings 
from the Canon of Scripture. 3737
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What Are the Apocrypha or 
Pseudepigrapha?

The word apocryphal means, 
"hidden, secret, unclear". 

In the last pre-Christian centu-
ries an array of Jewish religious 
writings emerged in addition 
to those books of the Old Testa-
ment, which already had been 
recognised as canonical:

Judith, Wisdom of Solomon,  
Tobith, Jesus Sirach, Baruch, 1 and  
2 Maccabees, Additions to Esther 
and Additions to Daniel. 

However, these apocryphal books 
were never part of the Hebrew Bible!

They appeared for the first 
time in the Septuagint, the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament, 
in the 3rd century BC. From there 
they were taken over in the Latin 
translation of the Bible by Jerome 
(the "Vulgate", around 400 AD). 

This has resulted in their being 
included in the text of the Catho-
lic Bible. In addition, the Vul-
gate contains other texts, which 
are called the Pseudepigrapha, 
which means spurious Jewish 
writings ascribed to various Old 
Testament persons, but in reality 
written much later: the "Prayer of 
Manasseh", 3 and 4 Ezra, Psalm 
151 and in the New Testament the  
"Epistle to the Laodiceans".

Mistakes in the Apocrypha

Apart from historical, chronolog-
ical and geographical mistakes, 
the low level of these writings 
cannot be compared with the ca-
nonical books of the Bible. It has 
been rightly pointed out, that 
the words "Thus says the Lord" 

hidden
secret

unclear
© Mele Stemmermann 2007
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and similar expressions, which 
occur about 3,000 times in the 
Old Testament, are never used in 
the Apocrypha. 

The Apocrypha, whose ori-
gin is obscure (possibly Egypt or  
Syria), was never recognised as 
the Word of God by the Rabbis 
of Palestine in ancient times, still 
less the Pseudepigrapha. 

Several apocryphal writings 
were also appended to the New 
Testament early on. Most of 
them originate from the 2nd cen-
tury AD. Many of them are fairy 
tale writings about the Lord Je-
sus and His followers or counter-
feit letters of the Apostles. The 
character of their content expos-
es them as nothing more than 
human inventions.

The Gospel of John already 
mentions not all that the Lord 
Jesus did could be written 
down in the Gospels. Obviously 
this opened the door for some  
people to invent stories about 
the Son of God even hundreds 
of years later – all of them false.

"This is the disciple who testi-
fies of these things, and wrote 
these things; and we know that 
his testimony is true. And there 
are also many other things that 
Jesus did, which if they were 
written one by one, I suppose 
that even the world itself could 
not contain the books that 
would be written." 

       (John 21: 24-25)

Vulgata, around 400 AD
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During the Middle Ages (approx-
imately 500-1500 AD) the monas-
teries were probably the most im-
portant centres with regard to the 
history of the Bible. During this peri-
od the whole of Central Europe was 
covered with a dense network of 
monasteries. There Bibles were kept, 
read, explained and copied again 
and again. A wealth of spiritual and 
cultural activity emanated from 
them, which secured them a prom-
inent position. No other institutions 
in Europe possessed such a poten-
tial for time, knowledge and schol-
arliness.

It was only a question of time be-
fore the monastic schools developed 
into centres for all kinds of knowledge. 
But the attention of the monks was 
mainly focused on the Holy Scriptures. 
They were not only read diligently, 
interpreted and annotated, but also 
transcribed again and again.

The majuscule manuscripts of the 
Septuagint (the Greek translation of 
the Old Testament) and the Greek 
New Testament actually belonged to 

the end of the Roman period. When 
about 400 AD the Bible was trans-
lated into Latin by the church father 
Jerome and found its way into the 
Western Church, copies of the Latin 
Vulgate were produced. Since the 
time of the Emperor Charlemagne 
(768-814), who ruled over France as 
well as Germany, small letters were 
used, the so-called minuscules. In 
addition, cursive script came into 
usage, in which the individual letters 
of a word were linked by dashes.

Manuscript codices (the Latin 
word for books) of great beauty were 
produced using the finest parch-
ment or vellum. Glorious hand- 
written books emerged containing 
the Psalms, Gospels or Apocalypse 
(the Book of Revelation), furnished 
with wonderful decorations.

These great works which of-
ten look as if they were printed, 
prove that people were at work 
who were endowed not only with  
phenomenal abilities, but also with 
much patience and profound love 
for the Word of God.

The Bible
In the Middle AgesIn the Middle Ages

The Middle Ages
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Many Bible Manuscripts 
Produced

Later on the scribes organised their 
work more and more efficiently. 
One monk dictated the text and 
ten or even twenty others wrote 
down what they heard.

Now outright "mass produc-
tion" of sometimes more than 
twenty copies of the Bible or in-
dividual books of the Bible was 
started. However, such practices 
had serious disadvantages. The 
faster one wrote, the more mis-
takes crept in. Mistakes in reading, 
hearing and writing meant that 
the quality of the manuscripts sank 
further and further and over time 
there was a mess of various dis-
crepancies in the text. But by the 
intensive work of scholars compar-
ing all the different manuscripts of 
that time it has been possible to 
unravel almost all of these difficul-
ties in our time.

Not Only in Latin

Later on translations of the biblical 
texts were attempted by the schol-
arly monks and heads of monastic 
schools. Parts of the Bible ("Gos-
pel Harmonies", the Psalms, the 
Song of Solomon) were translat-
ed around 850 AD from Latin into 
Old English (Anglo-Saxon) and Old 
High German. Admittedly these 
were very free translations. As to 
their language they are nowadays 
counted among the most beauti-
ful examples of the literary legacy 
of that time.

©
 Bibelm

useum
 W

uppertal



43

4000 BC 3000 BC 2000 BC 1000 BC The Birth of Christ 1000 AD 2000 AD 3000 AD

Block Books
Towards the end of the Middle 
Ages the so-called block books 
became a special feature. These 
books were an attempt to find a 
cheaper method of reproducing 
texts and images than writing. 
The technique used for this was 
wood-carving. Not only pictures 
but also short texts were cut on 
the surface of a wooden board in 
mirror image. 

Parts of the Bible are translated in local languages

Biblia Pauperum
The first place among the block 
books is taken by the so-called 
"Bible of the Poor", the "Biblia 
Pauperum". Such simplified illus-
trated Bibles consisted mainly of 
pictures with a very simple lay-
out. Each of the pages deals with 
a specific topic. In the centre is a 
picture showing a New Testament 
event, surrounded by pictures of 
Old Testament events which are 
closely related. Short explana-
tions, generally in Latin, indicated 
the meaning of the scenes.

The "Bible of the Poor" did not 
get its name because it was so 
cheap that the poor were able 
to afford it. The name, which was 
given much later, means instead 
that it was made for people who 
had not learned to read, let alone 
master the academics' language 
– Latin. It was really a misunder-
standing to confuse illiterate 
people with the 'poor in spirit' – 
the truly humble ones whom Je-
sus blessed in Matthew's Gospel 
chapter 5 verse 3. 

Block book from
 the 15

th century



44 Gutenberg Museum in Mayence 
(Mainz, Germany)

©Jörg Hackemann - Fotolia



45

4000 BC 3000 BC 2000 BC 1000 BC The Birth of Christ 1000 AD 2000 AD 3000 AD

It was in the year 1445 that 
printing with movable let-
ters was invented. Johannes 
Gensfleisch zur Laden, named 
Johann Gutenberg, invented 
the art of printing in Mayence 
(Mainz), Germany.

Gutenberg started by print-
ing smaller texts, but in 1450 he 
began preparations for printing 
the famous 42-line Bible, a bulky 
two volume edition of the Latin 
Vulgate, the official Bible of the 
church.

Everything Gutenberg needed 
for printing he had to produce 
himself or order to be made ac-
cording to his own plans, from the 
printing type to the printing ink.

To achieve a print looking 
like a manuscript, as Gutenberg 
desired, he didn't only use the 
conventional 26 letters of the al-
phabet, but created artistic ab-
breviations and double letters 
intertwined with each other.

Gutenberg designed 290 dif-
ferent characters. In this way 
he made the print hardly  
distinguishable from hand-  
writing. For one page of the 42-
line Bible, he needed approxi-
mately 2,500 letters.

Due to the fact that each quire 
of the Bible needed 40 pages, 
made up of 5 sheets of 8 pages 
each, a massive supply of about 
100,000 characters needed to  
be cast first of all, in order that  
no delay occurred during type- 
setting through running out of  
letters.

This first edition of the Bible 
was not only printed on paper 
but a small quantity of expen-
sive copies were printed on 
parchment. For each copy 340 
sheets of paper or parchment 
were necessary. For the parch-
ment Bibles this meant that  
the skins of 170 calves were 
needed.

The Bible
Printing with LettersPrinting with Letters

Printing with movable letters

Gutenberg Museum in Mayence 
(Mainz, Germany)
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Great Financial  
Expenditure

Gutenberg soon reached the end 
of his financial resources. Twice 
the businessman Johannes Fust 
came to his aid with 800 guilders 
(in those days you could live well 
for a year on 10 guilders). A short 
while later, in 1452, the prepara-
tions for the printing of the first 
Bible were finished.

Meanwhile, six type-setters 
were busy in Gutenberg's work-
shop. It took them about a day to 
set one page. This went into the 
press which produced about ten 
prints an hour, which were then 
hung up to dry.

In the type-setting, Gutenberg 
left the space for the first letter of 
each new chapter blank. It was 
later manually filled out in red 
by a rubricator, who also painted 

the richly decorated titles in red 
letters.

How great must have been 
the desire for God's Word, if such 
amounts of money and labour 
were laid out for the acquisition 
of a Bible!

In total two full years passed 
before the first edition of the 
printed Bible was finalised in 
1456. Within a short time it was 
sold out, even though the price 
of each copy was at least 40 guil-
ders, and sometimes as much as 
50 guilders.

In the first print run 180–200 
Bibles were made, of which 45 
copies are preserved, some only 
as fragments. They are valued 
in millions of Pounds Sterling or  
Euros today.

© Alexander Ivanov - Fotolia
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Print Shops Everywhere

Now the period began when 
printing presses shot up every-
where in Germany and Western 
Europe. In Strasbourg J. Ment-
elin published the first printed 
Bible in the German language. 
Others followed in Augsburg, 
Nuremberg, Cologne, Lübeck 
and other towns. 

The printing of Bibles was 
also going on in Holland, France, 
Italy and Spain. Czech, Polish, 
Russian, even Ethiopian editions 
followed. The first part of a Bible 
in English was printed by Tyn-
dale in 1525/26.

Already in the 15th century 
the printed Bible conquered the 
world.

Before the beginning of the 
Reformation around 70,000  
Bibles were printed and distrib-
uted in Central Europe alone. In 
addition, there were approxi- 
mately 120,000 books of the 
Psalms or other Old Testament 
writings and almost 100,000 
New Testaments. This was 
achieved even though an indi-
vidual print run was usually no 
more than 300 copies !

The printed Bible conquered the world
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Bible excavations were fre-
quently presented in the me-
dia as sensations. But all too 
often lurid stories were made 
out of the facts, implying mis-
takes and inconsistencies in 
the Bible.

The aim was to arouse the 
attention of the public. Every 
positive account in defence  
of the Bible was countered by 
a so-called "scientific defence", 
which ascribes the miracles in 
the Bible to natural or histor-
ical facts and causes. Howev-
er, these so-called "defences" 
were so contrived they usually 
did more harm than good.

Don't forget: attempts to un-
dermine faith in the Bible are 
nearly as old as the Bible itself.

People have tried for centu-
ries to destroy it or reduce it to 
ashes.

Kings and emperors have 
championed the annihilation 
of the Holy Scriptures with 
fanatical fervour and dili-
gence. In the year 303 AD the  
Roman Emperor Diocletian 

issued the decree to slaugh-
ter all Christians and destroy 
their holy book. However,  
22 years later the same book, 
the Bible, was decreed by 
the Emperor Constantine as  
having infallible authority, 

The Bible
Attacks on the BibleAttacks on the Bible

© Liv Friis-larsen



50

and he had 50 new copies 
produced at his own expense.

Scores of funeral eulogies 
have been pronounced on 
the Bible, for example by the 
French rationalist Voltaire.

The Word of Truth cannot be 
eradicated. Its attackers die, 
the critics are refuted, but  
the Bible stands as firm as  
a rock.

If we can speak of the mir-
acle of its preservation, so in 
the face of massive persecu
tions the miracle of its sur
vival is just as great.

   

And this in spite of all the 
hostility in some countries and 
many efforts to "exterminate" it 
continuing to the present day.

The Bible  
is the book which has

been most attacked
and yet is the most 

widely distributed and
best loved book
        on earth.  

God says:
"Heaven and earth

will pass away, 
but my words will by 

no means pass away." 
(Luke 21:33)
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All the diatribes against the Bible 
only confirm the words of the 
Apostle Paul: 

The Bible, the most distributed book of the world

"For the time will come 
when they will not endure 

sound doctrine,  
but according to their own 

desires, because they 
have itching ears, they will
heap up for themselves teachers;  

and they will turn 
their ears away from the truth,

and be turned aside to fables." 

                          (2 Timothy 4:3-4)
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John Wycliffe  
and the  
English Bible 
The Bible and the Language of 
the People
The quarrels about the translation 
of the Bible into native languages 
used to play quite a unique role 
in church history. Did the church 
not have reason to promote the 
spreading of the Bible? Why should 
ordinary people be prevented from 
reading the Bible? What seems 
strange and incomprehensible 
nowadays was seen in an entirely 
different light at the end of the Mid-
dle Ages.

As a Student in Oxford
The English Reformer John Wycliffe 
was an exemplary figure in these 
disputes about translating the Bible 
into the language of the people.

Born near London around 1324 
he went to the University of Ox-

ford at the early age of 16. There he 
quickly became known as an excel-
lent speaker in scholarly disputa-
tions. He was at university for a long 
time, thoroughly studying a great 
number of subjects, and complet-
ed his education with a theologi-
cal degree. Wycliffe stayed on as a 
professor in Oxford and later took a 
position as a vicar in the Church of 
England in the country.

In those days this did not mean 
that a person had to resign his 
academic position. On the con-
trary, many parish positions were  
occupied by people who were 
never seen in that parish.
They claimed the designated  
living or prebend from the parish, 
but in accordance with the accept-
ed system at that time, they could 
move in the upper class circles – 
academic, political, or at court – 
and leave the parish deserted.

Beggar Monks and Itinerant 
Preachers
Gospel preaching and sermons 
were willingly taken on by itiner-

The Bible
TranslationsTranslations

John Wycliffe
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John Wycliffe comes to Oxford



54

ant preachers – mostly followers 
of the mendicant orders. By their 
sermons they tried to please the 
people, as they were directly de-
pendent on the gifts and support 
of their audience. The greater the 
audience, the more money they 
received.

Very often the Biblical stories 
were mixed with exciting fables 
or superstitious folklore. This 
was what people looked for. In 
church, they would only hear the 
Holy Scriptures read out in Latin 
which they couldn't understand.

Bibles for the People
The possession of Bibles by the 
layman was forbidden – not only 
translations but also the official 
(Latin) Bible of the church. At best 
certain excerpts for the purpose 
of edification were allowed. The 
layman was unable to understand 
the teaching of the spiritual lead-
ers, let alone check them. The 
most important sources for Bibli-
cal knowledge of the masses were 
the wall and window pictures in 

the churches. But even here tradi-
tion was more strongly represent-
ed than the biblical text itself.

At an early age Wycliffe saw 
the damaging influences of this 
development. His criticism was 
brought to a head by political 
strife between the church, the 
Pope and the English govern-
ment. Periodically he was called 
to the English parliament as 
an advisor to stand against the 
Pope.

But very soon the patience of 
his powerful supporters and pa-
trons was worn out by his crit-
icism. When Wycliffe no longer 
wanted to see church tradition on 
the same level as the Bible, they 
would no longer follow him.

His critical stance towards the 
church very quickly led to his ex-
pulsion from the university. He 
withdrew to his parish and worked 
there with his parishioners.

The Wycliffe Bible
It was then that he found the time 
to translate the Bible into English. 
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Previously a few parts had been 
translated, but now for the first 
time a complete English Bible 
came into being.

Wycliffe did not do this work 
alone. A team of helpers support-
ed him. He only had two years 
to supervise the work before the 
end of his life. He died in 1384 fol-
lowing a stroke.

After his death his pupils, the 
"Lollards", diligently continued his 
work. Considering that more than 
70 manuscripts of his Bible still 
exist today, we get a sense of how 
many of them must have been 
produced, without a printing 
press, only by manual copying!

Now the Lollards travelled 
throughout the country reading 
and explaining from these Bibles 
to the rich and the poor. Their 
meetings had to be in secret, as 
the clergy tried to defend their 
privileges with all their power. 
Some faithful witnesses had to 
give their lives in their coura-
geous dedication to the Bible. 
Nevertheless the number of fol-
lowers was steadily growing.

Other Early Translations
More than a hundred years went 
by before William Tyndale began 
to translate the New Testament 
into the English language. Un-
like Wycliffe, he used the Greek 
text that Erasmus of Rotterdam 
had published in Bâle (Basel), 
Switzerland, in 1516. When the 
news about this new English 
New Testament project leaked 
out, inquisitors relentlessly pur-
sued Tyndale in order to arrest 
him. Having fled to Germany,  
by God's help in 1525-1526 he 
was able to publish the first 
printed edition of a part of 
Scripture in English. The copies 
were smuggled to Britain partly 
in bales of cotton and sacks of 
flour! Ironically, among Tyndale's 
customers were the King's men, 
who would buy as many copies 
of his New Testament as possible 
– only to burn them! Therefore, 
today only two copies of Tyn-
dale's first New Testament are 
known to exist, one in England, 
the other in Germany.

Newspaper printing machine: in former times
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Finally Tyndale was caught 
and imprisoned to be burnt at 
the stake in 1536. Tyndale's last 
words were, "Lord, open the 
King of England's eyes". This 
prayer would be answered just 
three years later in 1539, when 
King Henry VIII allowed, and 
even supported, the printing of 
an English Bible known as the 
"Great Bible".

Myles Coverdale carried on 
the English Bible project by 
translating the Old Testament. 
On 4th October, 1535 the first 
complete Coverdale Bible was 
printed, making use of Luther's 
German text.

In the 1550's, the church at Ge-
neva, Switzerland, became one 
of the havens for Christian re fu-
gees, among them Myles Cover-
dale and John Foxe (author of 
"Foxe's Book of Martyrs"). There, 
steps were taken to produce a  
Bible for the Christians in exile. 
The New Testament was com-
pleted in 1557, and the entire 
Bible was published in 1560. It 
became known as the "Gene-

va Bible". Due to Genesis 3:21, 
where the clothes God made 
for Adam and Eve were named 
"breeches", it became known as 
the "Breeches Bible".

After the end of Queen Mary's 
bloodthirsty reign, the reformers 
could safely return to England. 
Under Queen Elizabeth I, the 
church reluctantly tolerated the 
publishing of the Geneva Bible in 
England. In 1568, a revision of the 
Great Bible known as the "Bish-
op's Bible" was printed.

The Roman Catholic Church 
eventually saw the battle to sup-
press the Word of God in the 
English language was lost. So in 
1582, in the French city of Rheims 
the "Rheims New Testament" was 
produced. Although the origi-
nal Greek text was available, this 
translation was based on the  
Latin Vulgate – the official Bible of 
the Roman Catholic Church. The 
Douay Old Testament was trans-
lated in 1609 at Douai, France. 
The combined product is com-
monly referred to as the "Douai-
Rheims Version".
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Newspaper printing machine: today

The King James, or Authorised  
Version of 1611
After the death of Queen Eliza-
beth I, the Protestant clergy ap-
proached King James I in 1604 
expressing their desire for a 
new translation to replace the 
Bishop's Bible. Their aim was a 
good translation of the Bible for 
the people, with useful notes 
explaining difficult words, and 
cross-references.

With the agreement of the King, a 
committee of about fifty scholars 
was formed, who were engaged 
in the work from 1605 to 1610. 
Finally, in 1611 the huge 16 inch 
folios of The "King James Bible" 

or "Authorised Version" came off 
the printing press. The new ver-
sion was more faithful to the then 
known original text than any of 
its predecessors. As to its style, it 
is called a fine work of literature 
which has had a deep impact 
on the English language. Soon it 
found popular favour and has re-
mained the Bible of the English 
speaking world for over 300 years.

The Authorised Version seems 
to be the most exact of the Bible 
translations of the Reformation 
times. However, the discovery of 
hundreds of older Greek manu-
scripts during the 19th century 
showed that the Received Text, on 
which the New Testament of the 
Authorised Version was based,  
evidently did not correspond to 
the original manuscripts in all 
cases. Besides, the English lan-
guage had undergone substan-
tial changes in the course of the 
centuries. These facts led to a re-
vision, which was completed in 
1885. It was not welcomed by all 
Christians, as obviously the surge 
of "Higher Criticism" of the Bible 
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had influenced at least some of 
the members of the committee 
engaged in the work.

Besides many other more re-
cent English translations, a high-
ly trustworthy version, first of 
the New Testament, then of the 
entire Bible was completed by 
J. N. Darby and some co-oper-
ators in 1871 and the years that 
followed. A little earlier, Darby 
and some friends had already 
published a German translation, 
the so-called "Elberfeld Bible" (the 
New Testament in 1855, the Old 
in 1871), and a French transla-
tion 1859 (NT) and 1881 (OT). 
All these versions, produced by 
highly qualified scholars who 
at the same time were devoted 
born again Christians, are judged 
to be the most precise and faith-
ful translations of the Word of 
God in recent times. They have 
been a rich blessing to many se-
rious believers.

Martin Luther 
and His Bible
Wartburg Castle
On the evening of 3rd May 1521 
a small group of soldiers rode 
into the yard of 
the Wartburg Cas-
tle near Eisenach, 
Germany. In their 
company there 
was a monk. The 
constable greet-
ed him kindly 
and led him to 
two very small 
tower chambers, which con-
tained just a bed, a table and 
a chair. The monk was Martin  
Luther (1483-1546).

Elector Frederick the Wise  
(Friedrich III of Saxony) wished to 
protect Martin Luther when he 
took the journey home from the 
Diet of Worms to Wittenberg. Be-
cause Luther had posted up his 

Wartburg Castle
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95 Theses four years pre viously 
in Wittenberg, he had been out-
lawed. That's why the Elector 
deemed this protective custody 
absolutely necessary.

There in Wartburg Castle Lu-
ther decided to translate the 
New Testament from the original 
Greek into the German language. 
In his luggage he had a Hebrew 
Bible and an edition of the Greek 
New Testament by Erasmus of 
Rotterdam.

The First New Testament in 
"Standard German"
So in December 1521 he began 
to translate the New Testament. 
In only four months (December 
1521 to March 1522) this work 
was completed. After a thorough 
revision, it was published in Sep-
tember 1522. As the 3,000 copies 
sold out rapidly, the second edi-
tion followed in December 1522. 
For the first time there was now a 
New Testament in "real" German, 
and wherever one went, the 

German Testament passed from 
hand to hand. It was read with 
great hunger in every place and 
social circle.

Shortly after this Luther and 
two of his friends began to trans-
late the Old Testament from He-
brew. Together with the scholars 
Melanchthon and Aurogallus he 
finished the Old Testament in 
12 years, and in the year 1534 
the first print of the whole Bible 
in German was published. Just 
like the Authorised Version, the 
"Luther-Bible" became an in-
strument of richest blessing for 
countless people through the 
centuries.

1534 The first printed German "Luther" Bible is published
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"We must not ask the Latin language 
in order to know how to speak Ger-
man, as the donkeys do. Rather we 
must ask the mother in the home, the 
children on the street, the common man 
in the marketplace. We must be guided 
by their language, by the way they 
speak, and do our translation work 
accordingly. Then they will understand 
it and recognize that we are speaking 
German to them."

(M. Luther: Open Letter on Translating)



60

© of SnappyStock, Inc.



61

4000 BC 3000 BC 2000 BC 1000 BC The Birth of Christ 1000 AD 2000 AD 3000 AD

Cheap Bible Editions for General 
Distribution
The desire to put the Bible into 
the hands of people at a low price 
was the motivation for the foun-
dation of Bible societies.

The idea was to print large 
editions of the Bible at the low-
est possible cost.  This money 
would come from donations and 
collections and no profit would 
be made. As a result a German 
New Testament in the 18th cen-
tury cost only pennies, and even 
a whole Bible was affordable by 
less affluent people. At the be-

ginning of the 20th century it was 
possible to publish the 10-Pfen-
nig Testament and the 1-Mark 
Bible in Germany, an unrivalled 
low price for a book of this size. 
In Great Britain the situation was 
very similar.

The fundamental idea of the 
Bible societies originates from 
the early 16th century. The Knight 
Anemont de Coct had to flee from 
France to Bâle (Basel), Switzer-
land, in the time of the coun-
ter-reformation and donated his 
whole fortune to make cheap  
Bible editions possible.

At the same time Bibles were 
being translated into Croatian 
and Slovenian and printed for 
the Balkan area by Hans Ungnad, 
Freiherr von Sonnegg (Sonneck). 
Often these Bibles had to be 
smuggled into their target area in 
adventurous ways.

The Bible
The Bible SocietiesThe Bible Societies

Bibles can be distributed low cost
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Intensive Bible Distribution 
at Home and Abroad
Nonetheless the 19th century was 
the heyday of Bible distribution. 
Everywhere in the world new Bible 
societies were founded: 

1804 in Bâle (Basel) and London,
1806 in Ireland, 
1807 in Canada, 
1808 in Philadelphia/USA, 
1812 in Scotland, 
1817 in Australia and 
1837 in New Zealand, 
to name only a few.
On the 7th March 1804 the Brit-

ish and Foreign Bible Society was 
founded in London. 

A hundred years later there 
existed about 9,500 branches 
and subsidiaries throughout the 
whole world. During this time 
span approximately 200 million 
Bibles, New Testaments and parts 
of the Bible in hundreds of lan-
guages were printed and distrib-
uted.

The Whole Bible in Metal 
Type
The work of August Hermann 
Francke is specially notable. He 
installed a printing press in his 
orphanage in the town of Halle, 
Central Germany.

For the first time the com-
plete type-setting was pro-
duced for a whole Bible. 

This means that the printing 
plates could be kept for succes-
sive print runs.

This procedure required a 
large initial capital which was 
made available by Francke's 
friend, Freiherr von Canstein. So 
in 1710 the Canstein Bible Insti-
tute was formed in Halle, which 
published about three million 
Bibles and New Testaments up 
to 1804. In the 19th century the 
work of the institute declined 
sharply as one of the effects of 
the political situation in Germa-
ny was that mission work lost its 
impetus.

© Shchipkova Elena - Fotolia
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The Wurttemberg Bible Institute 
in Stuttgart was founded in 1812 
with the cooperation of the Sec-
retary for Foreign Affairs of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 
C. F. Steinkopf. It developed to 
become the leading institution 
in the German-speaking area. 

An important part of its pres-
ent activities (now under the 
name "German Bible Society") is 
the publication of scholarly Bible 
editions in the original languag-
es, Hebrew and Greek, as well as 
text-books for the study of the 
original text.

1804 the British and Foreign Bible Society was founded in London

1900 approximately 9,500 organisations spread Bibles

Translations in  
              Many Languages

The tireless work of translation 
goes hand-in-hand with the distri-
bution of the Bible.

At the beginning of the Reformation 
there were about 15 translations in 
various languages. 

In the year 1600 there were 40,  

in 1700 still only 52. 

But then the number of different  
translations multiplied in leaps and 
bounds. 
The 75 translations in 1800  

were followed by 567 in 1900.

At the moment there are parts of the 
Bible or the whole Bible available in 
about 2,500 languages.

You have now read about the special 
way in which the Bible has been pre-
served; that it is God Himself who is 
watching over His Word. 

He also created the conditions for the 
distribution of so many copies of the 
Bible.

It was He who kindled the zeal for the 
copying, printing and distribution of 
the Bible.

The Word of God is  
distributed worldwide ...
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The Ethiopian 
Finance Minister

 
In the far distance you could 
see the faint outline of a small  
caravan, wrapped in a dust 
cloud. It was just about the only 
thing you could see on the ho-
rizon, shimmering in the heat. 
The area was barren. And it be-
came more and more bleak the 
nearer you came to the town of 
Gaza.

Only on a closer look could 
you see that behind the slow-
ly approaching caravan some-
thing else was moving. A tiny 
point was coming slowly closer 
and closer to the caravan and 
finally all melted together into 
one. "Arise and go towards the 
south along the road which 
goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza" (Acts 8: 26). This is desert.

God had spoken these words 
to the Christian Philip, prepar-
ing this critical encounter in the 
desert so that a searching soul 
could receive peace with God.

An obviously important man 
sat reading in a horse drawn 
chariot. He was reading a scroll 
just like one of those which 
would be discovered centuries 
later in those famous caves of 
Qumran. It was exactly the same 
text which scholars would de-
cipher as part of the prophet 
Isaiah in later times.

The passage which this Ethio-
pian man of high rank, the 
treasurer or finance minister of 
the Queen, was reading, said,

Bild Erklärung
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The answer of the Holy Script-
ures is, "But the natural man does 
not receive the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolish-
ness to him; nor can he know 
them because they are spiritually  
discerned" (1 Corinthians 2:14).

You see, despite his talents and 
abilities man in his own nature is 
unable to understand or judge 
the Word of God. It is just the oth-
er way round: The Word judges us! 
(Hebrews 4:12-13)

Only when we approach the  
Bible with this attitude and  
believe that there is a living God, 
will we receive a true blessing in 
reading it.

The widely travelled Ethiopian 
had visited Jerusalem to worship 
God. He knew the desire to get to 
know God. He was serious about 
it. That's why he had travelled all 
the way from Ethiopia, down the 
river Nile, then along the shore of 
the Mediterranean and finally up 
to Jerusalem, to the Sanctuary of 
the Jews. But it was only on his 
return journey, in the quiet of the 

"He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before its shearers  
is silent, so he opened not his mouth.  
He was taken from prison and from  
judgment, and who will declare his 
 generation? For he was cut off from  
the land of the living."  (Isaiah 53:7-8)

The finance minister seemed to be 
perplexed. Who was meant here? 
He was well-versed in financial  
matters, but these religious texts …

Suddenly he heard a voice next 
to his chariot asking the question, 
"Do you understand what you are 
reading?" Full of astonishment 
he looked up – Philip's question 
touched the crux of his problem.

Do you understand what you 
are reading, when God wants to 
speak to you through His Word?

After having read this brochure 
so far, you may perhaps realise 
that the treasurer's problem is per-
haps also your own problem – still 
unsolved today.

Despite all your endeavours to 
understand it, the Bible remains a 
"book with seven seals" for you. 
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desert, that he was really gripped 
by God and His Word.

Philip climbed into the Ethiopi-
an's chariot and, starting with the 
Scripture he was reading (Isaiah 
chapter 53), he explained to him 
the Gospel of Jesus, the Lamb 
of God, who had been led to be 
slaughtered outside Jerusalem 
only a short time before.

He explained why the Lamb, the 
eternal Son of God, remained silent 
in front of His accusers and did not 
resist them.

He spoke of the sufferings and 
pains of the Messiah, and how this 
Man, Jesus of Nazareth, at just over 
thirty years of age was nailed to 
the cross.

He talked about the reason and 
the aim of Christ's death; that He 
took on Himself the punishment 
for the Ethiopian's sins in order 
to transform a lost sinner with a 
worthless and meaningless life 
into a happy, redeemed child of 
God with a life full of meaning and 
joy now and in eternity.

Philip spoke of repentance and 
conversion, but also of the bound-
less love of God until finally the  
finance minister, laying bare his 
life before God, asked for forgive-
ness of his sins – freeing him from 
his guilt – and by faith accepted 
Jesus Christ as his Lord, Guide and 
Saviour, and was immediately 
baptised.

He then continued his journey 
home as a new person, happy 
and thankful for what Christ had 
done for him. All this happened in 
that chariot on its solitary journey 
through the arid desert.

The written transmission of the Bible

to Know 
Getting God
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When will He find you ready? 
Will you stop, so God can speak 
to you? 

Will you let Him show you 
the way to eternal life through 
the difficulties of your life? 

Or will you say "NO" again 
and again until His voice to you 
falls silent forever?

Personally

May God lead your soul to be 
quiet before Him, to look at 
yourself in the light of His Word 
and to turn away from your past 
life. He will show you that Jesus' 
death was necessary for you 
too, to save you from your es-
trangement from God and eter-
nal punishment, and to give you 
everlasting life in His happy and 
glorious presence.

 We want to make clear to 
you through this brochure, that 
the Bible is the WORD OF GOD. 
We trust we have succeeded.

Anyway you can be sure the 
Word of God is the only safe 
foundation for life now and in 
eternity. 

We ask you sincerely to turn 
to this Saviour-God of the Bible. 

 

It will then be your joy each 
day to be occupied with Him and 
His Word. 

Arend Remmers and Stefan Drüeke 
and others

Where Will God Reach You?

He is waiting 
for you!
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"You have the words 
of eternal life."   

                         The Bible – John 6:68

"The heaven and the earth
shall pass away,

but my words 
      will by no means pass away." 
  
    The Bible – Matthew 24:35

"Blessed is he who reads 
and those who hear the words

of this prophecy, and keep 
those things which are written

in it; for the time is near."   
The Bible –  The Revelation of Jesus Christ 1:3

When do you come to God?
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A Warm Welcome to the
Bible Museum, Wuppertal/Germany

Contact:
Bibelmuseum Wuppertal 
(Museum for Bible History e.V.)
Bendahler Strasse 58-60 (Corner of Wolkenburg) 
D-42285 Wuppertal/Germany

www.bibelmuseum.de
E-mail: info@bibelmuseum.de

                                              the fascinating story of the art of writing in old times 

and the history of the Bible! Take a closer look at age old discoveries (from 

cuneiform tablets to the oldest Bible manuscripts ever found). See for your-

self how the Bible was handed down from antiquity to the present day!

Learn about the extra-biblical inscriptions that confirm the Bible manu-

scripts.  Take a look at marvellous medieval treasures related to the Bible. 

Dive into the various aspects of the history of the "Book of Books". Get an 

impression of the worldwide distribution of the Word of God by means of 

one of the biggest Bible collections worldwide in many different languages.

     Looking forward to seeing you here soon …

Enter into

Opening times:
Friday 14.00 -18.00 
All other days by arrangement only 

Closed on bank holidays and on   
Fridays following bank holidays

For information about guided group tours
please phone +49 202/317 727 37
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